
ALTERING THE PROPERTIES OF COLOR USING WATERCOLOR PAINT:
When you are using an opaque painting medium, such as oil or acrylic, you usually alter the
properties of a color by mixing it with another color. This is also done when using watercolor, however
the painting surface itself also plays a role in altering the color in a di�erent way than opaque mediums. 
Generally speaking you will use the white of the paper to work with adjustment to the values of color. 
By adding more or less water to your color, you allow the light valued paper to show through creating your
value.  This can be seen in the examples below where the darker value is to the right.  As you move to 
the left, more paper can been seen showing through altering the value.  This is not to suggest that values 
are not created when two colors are mixed, but ultimately the paper still plays a role in the �nal value. 
This is why it is important to test your mixtures on a scrap sheet of watercolor paper when you are working
on a painting.  Keep in mind that watercolor paint tends dry a little lighter than it looks when it is wet. Once
you have created several color charts and swatches you will begin to be able to judge the values of your
mixtures more accurately. 

One other issue that many texts on watercolor fail to address about working with a transparent medium 
is how the intensity of a color changes when the white paper shows through.  In the examples below,
you can see that the right end appears much more intense than the left end, which is
more transparent. 


